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LeeThomasfoughtoffacrowdofchallengersallyearlongtoclaimhisthird
AOTYtitleinonlyfouryears!FacingDecemberdoublepointspressurefrom
two-timeYouthAngler of theYear JustinWright, plus a surge by fellow
NSBAmemberTownsendWessnger,Leewonwith241pointstospare.His
�hang-on�winwasreminiscentoflastDecember,asBillyDuRantfoughtoff
Leeasaveryclosechallenger tohis2001AOTYtitle.
Finishing first in theeventwasCarolineFreeman,withawhopping49

pounds,2ounces, includingtheVoyagerLunkerfor theeventandforallof
2002.Thefishwasweighedinatahuge25pounds,10ounces,denyingLee
a sweepashewas also leading theVoyagerLunker category at 22-7.
TownsendWessingerfinishedsecondfortheeventand3rdinAOTYwith

agreatlimitoffiveweighing30pounds,6ounces.ThirdplacewenttoForrest
Byrd,alsowitha30-6limit.Townsend�slargeststriperoutweighedForrest�s
ina tie-breaker for second.

TournamentStatistics:
31 paid, 26 fished
22 anglers weighed in 80 fish at an average weight of 4.95 lbs.
January tournament one year ago...
2000-2001YouthAnglerawardwinnerJustinWrightbattledamiserable

Januaryday towinMSC�s first tournamentof2002. Justin�s four stripers,
weighing20-3,betteredafieldof34anglers(includingDadJimmyWright.)
BradPittmanfinishedsecondwith threeweighing19-11,andBradalso

caughttheVoyagerLunker,whichweighed9-5.LeeThomaswasthirdwith
fourweighing17-2.
The new digital scales donated by David Clyburn were a hit with co-

tournamentdirectorsJamesLindlerandMikeHuber...keepingMike�shands
�fish-free�fortheentireday.

I,alongwithallthenewlyelectedofficersfor2003,amveryexcitedabout
servingyouforthe2003year.ThePACcommitteehasmetacoupleoftimes
discussingideasforprogramsandprojectswhichwehopewillmakeMSC
anevenbetterclub.
ThisyearisshapingupasabusyandinterestingonewithMSCco-hosting

several open tournaments, copingwith lowwater levels, hydrilla andde-
creasedweigh-inlimits.Thoseofyouwhomaywanttovolunteertoserveon
committeesmaydosobycontactinganyof theclubofficers.
Ihopethat Icanserveyouwellandifyouhaveanyrecommendationsor

commentsplease letmeknow.Myphonenumber ispostedon the reverse
sideof thenewsletterandmyemailaddress isemwestjr@cs.com.
Pleasecontactmerightawayifyouhaven�tyetsignedupforthebanquet!

Have a great year! Marshall West, President, 2003
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Saturday,January11,2003
Our January meeting will be our

annualMidlandsStriperClubAnglerof
theYearBanquet.InadditiontoAOTY
awards,wewill inaugurateourslateof
new2003officers.
The banquet will be held atVFW

Post8738onCedarcrestDr. inLex-
ington.Socialhourwillbeginat6p.m.
and themealwill be at 7p.m.
Asteakandchickendinnerwillbe

served. Cost is only $10 per person,
kids 7-12 are $5 andkids 6 andunder
arefree.Priceincludesgratuity,cleanup
andrentalfees.Pleasebringcashsowe
canpay thebill on the spot.
This is a great culmination to our

monthlycompetitions,plustherewillbe
ahostofdoorprizesandlotsof funfor
thewholefamily!
Youcan payduesandannual tour-

nament feesat thebanquet.
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2002
Angler of the Year...

PRESIDENT�SCORNER...

AOTY Banquet... Caroline Freeman Has Big Fish...Lee Thomas is AOTY

email: wildlife@sc.rr.com
www:http://midlandsstriperclub.homestead.com

42 Carriage Trace Ct. Columbia SC 29212 803-732-3155

Final Standings.
1. LeeThomas 5810 pts.
2. Justin Wright 5569pts.
3. Townsend Wessinger 5205pts.
4. Danny Young 4948pts.
5. Marshall West 4597pts.
6. Forrest Byrd 4550pts.
7. Ann Byrd 4492pts.
8. KyleSmith 4439pts.
9. John Davis 4375pts.
10. Joby Wetzel 4357pts.
11. JamesLindler 4336pts.
12. BrianThomas 4269pts.
13. JimmyWright 4129pts.
14. MichaelSpires 3995pts.
15. Wynn Corley 3804pts.
� VoyagerLunker: CarolineFreeman,
25 pounds, 10 ounces

NEWS...
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Agenda...

Angler of the Year Awards...
The Best of the Best for 2002!
...don�t miss this!



Date Place Time Other
Jan. 18 Acapulco 7am-4pm 1st event of 2003
Feb. 15 Acapulco 6:45am-3:45pm
Mar. 15 Acapulco 6:30am-3:30pm Boat Tournament
Apr. 19 Jakes 6:30am-3:30pm
May 17 Jakes 7am-12noon Kids Tournament
June 21 Jakes 5:45am-5pm MSC/GSK/NSBAEvent*
July 18/19 Jakes 6:30pm-10am All-Night Tournament
Aug. 16/17 Jakes 6:30pm-10am MSC-HydroGlow
All-Night DNR Conservation Benefit Open - NSBA Sanctioned**
Sept. 20 Jakes 7am-12noon Ladies� Tournament
Oct. 18 Acapulco 7am-4pm
Nov. 15 Acapulco 7am-4pm
Dec. 20 Acapulco 7am-4pm Double Points!
*Open boat tournament co-sponsored withGreenville Striper Kings. Membersmay
fish a tournament within a tournament. 4-fish per boat maximum weigh-in.
**August 16-17: MSC / Hydro Glow SCDNR Benefit Open Night Tournament
August 16-17, 2002, Jakes Landing, 6:30 p.m. until 10:00 a.m. Special MSC DNR
Conservation Open Tournament sanctioned by the NSBA. MSC tournament within a
tournament.HydroGlowwill award $250 each to 1st place andBigFish...butONLY if
fishing with a Hydro Glow light. This is a boat tournament.

(Scheduleistentative, basedonrampaccessandotherfactors...alwayscheckinadvance!)

● President - Marshall West 951-3974
● Vice-Pres.- John Davis 781-3856
● Secretary - BillyTaylor 957-3575
● Treasurer - JamesCassell 345-9010
● Tour.Dirs. - JamesLindler 939-4647

- TerryAllen 808-0770
● Parliment. - BobMarshall 251-1426
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2003 Officers... 2003 Tournament Schedule (Tentative)...

Midlands Striper Club
42CarriageTraceCt.
ColumbiaSC29212
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email: wildlife@sc.rr.com

www:http://midlandsstriperclub.homestead.com
NEWS...

MSC thanks the following sponsors:AC-Delco;Alpine SpringWater;AnglersChannel.com;Better Bait&Tackle; BluebackBait;
Driftmaster; Goodyear; HydroGlowFishing Lights; BenjaminA. Lanza, D.P.M.; SeaHunt Boats; Shakespeare; SouthCarolina
Wildlife;SpiegelDistributors;Tru-Green/Chemlawn;Wal-Mart

Saturday, January 18, 2003
7:00 am - 4:00 pm
Acapulco Landing

NEW! 3-Fish Maximum Weigh-In Per Angler!
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January 2003 Tournament...

MSC AOTY Banquet
VFW Post 8738 - Lexington
6:00 p.m. Social, 7:00 Meal

I-2
0 t
o C
ol
a.

To
Au
gu
sta

US #1

C
ed
ar
cr
es
tD
r.

Bank

Post
8738

1.1miles

1.
0m
ile

To
Lex.

NOTICE: Effective Feb. 11
NewClubMeetingLocation

HilltopRestaurant
767St.AndrewsRoad


